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Of all the characters in the great narrative of Scripture, | would
venture to guess that Abraham is one of the most well known. No
matter your level of involvement in church growing up, the
stories and songs of Father Abraham seem to permeate all circles.
He is one of the few Bible characters that people seem to know
whether they attend church regularly or not.

Have you ever stopped to ponder why that might be?

As | paused to do exactly that, | continued to land on one answer;
people are always talking about Abraham because of the
incredible story God wiote in and through his life.

Just think about it. In his lifetime (covered in Genesis 12-25),
Abraham experienced things such as a call to leave his home and
move to a foreign land, struggles of cantinual infertility with his
wife (Sarah), the lack of an heir to receive his wealth after his
death, a change in name and purpose, and so much more.

But of all the things written in Abraham’s story, one thing stands
as the marker for his life and purpose: that God chose him and his
family from which to bring forth the nation of Israel. God could
have chosen anyone, but He knowingly and purposefully selected
Abraham to be the genealogical patriarch of His chosen people.

And it was out of this divine appeointment that Abraham chose to
live his life in faithful, continual pursuit of God.



Throughout his life, Abraham made a sincere effort to follow
God's commands with faithful obedience. Although there were
plenty of times his humanity bled through in these efforts (see
Genesis 12, 16, and 20), Abraham still sought to pursue God and
His covenant promise with him with everything he had.

Cne instance of Abraham putting everything on the line to
faithfully pursue God is found in the famous narrative of Genesis
22 as Abraham is told to sacrifice his son, Isaac.

The chapter opens with God calling upon Abraham, ta which
Abraham immediately answers, “Here | am." God wastes no time
in giving Abraham His command as He says,

"Take Your son, Your shly son |saac, whom you foye..,
and offer him [in Moriah] as a burnt offering oh che
of'ﬁ-le mountains | will tell you about.”

GENESIS 22:2 '
Abraham could have protested, fought back, disagreed, or even
adamantly refused, But instead, he chose to faith'i_‘uliy and fully
obey God without question or opposition, trusting completely.

Abraham rose the next morning and set out with lsaac, ascended
the mountain the Lord directed him to, and even restrained Isaac
and set him upon altar. It was only as Abraham took the knife,
prepared to sacrifice Isaac as the Lord had commanded, that an
angel came to stop him and God provided a sacrificial ram instead.

In regards to popularity, this story stands second only to that of
God's promise to Abraham about his future descendants. And
there is good reasan for that!

This story shows the fullness of Abraham'’s testimony all in one.



Despite being called on and by God, Abraham didn't have to
obey. At any point, he could have refused. He could have stayed
in Ur and never moved to Canaan. He could have refused the
covenant symbol of circumcision, He could have refused to take
lsaac up the meunkam Pﬁ : n’gigwe‘  poi x%@tahw could have

Think On W

| Spend some time reading through Genesis 22:1-19. Take note
of anything that sticks out to you.
If you had been in Abraham's place in Genesis 22, what would
your reaction have been? Do you think you woulld have been
able to obey God's command?

What might it lock like for you to follow God faithfully in
your current season? Pray to invite God into it.

e e ——




Gomer, UWipe o Hocea

Hosea's wife, a former prostitute. She had three children with
Hosea (Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah, Lo-Ammi). Was unfaithful to
Hosea, returning to prostitution. Taken and sold in the slave
market, but was bought back by Hosea. Assumed to be faithful
to Hosea following her return to him.




To be completely candid, my first thought upon reading through
Gomer's story was, “What a mess!” Yet almost immediately, the
Haoly Spirit encouraged me to look at her story as the Lord does:
focusing on the grace and redemption that resulted in Gomer's

story, not the sin and the brokenness that led her there.

Gomer's story conveys much more than the failure of human

effort and the detrimental impact that sin has on our lives, Her
testimony is powerful for how it shows the sincere love of God
and the deep, life-changing impact it has on us when we let it.

Lock at it this way. Gomer, a known prostitute, gets married to
Hosea, a known prophet. This marriage allows her freedom from
her previous lifestyle, and she has three children with Hosea. Yet

for some reason, Gomer chooses to be unfaithful, returning to

prostitution and ultimately finding herself stuck in the slave
market. She was being sold for fifteen shekels of silver (about
$1,000 today), which was half the cost of a “common” slave.

There, sitting at the slave market and waiting to be bought at a
price that insinuated worthlessness, Gomer's story seemed to be
written: she was unredeemable.

But God had another plan for Gomer’s testimony.

God directed Hosea to go to the market, buy back Gomer, and
restore the broken marriage covenant with her, God wanted to
write a new story over Gomer's life: she was fully redeemed.

[H&Seal. Sd.i.d,,] “)fuu are 1o _f""\f" Mf’th me Ma.hy Aﬁ-ys-
)’nu must hot he Promiscuous or 6e{nhg 1o ahy mah,
and | will act the same way towards you."

HL_]SEA 3:3 I



Gomer didn't do anything to deserve Hosea's compassion, let
alone his abundant grace in restoring her as hIS wﬁe But that s
what made his love for her so richl [t wa iti

| Spend some time reading through Hosea 1-3. Take note of
anything that sticks out to you.

Have you ever felt like Gomer did at the slave market
(unredeemable)? When and why?

Is there anything in your life you may want God to redeem?
Say a short prayer inviting Him into it, then ask if there is
any action He wants you to take.

e e ——




If you've been following alang in the Converge devotionals for
any of the past series, you'll notice that Peter is a recurring
character in each of them. And there is good reason for that! In
my opinion, Peter is one of the most relatable people in the Bible
because his humanity is put on full display time and time again in
the gospel narratives.

Peter got angry. He spoke and acted without thinking. He was
impulsive and unpredictable. Peter was hot and cold, flipping

between confidently devoted in following Jesus and hesitantly
doing the same.

Of all the disciples, Peter seems to get the most critique (outside
of Judas Iscariot), and that's because the gospel writers take
frequent, detailed note of Peter's mistakes,

And praise God that they did!

Though it may seem like the gospel writers were “picking on”
Peter for calling out his missteps and shortcomings, they likely did
so to encourage hearers of the message that they don't have to
be perfect to follow Jesus, nor do they have to have it all together
for Jesus to use them!

Peter was quick-tempered and reckless, misunderstanding Jesus
or his message on multiple occasions. But that didn't stop Jesus
from using him in powerful and deeply impactful ways.



A famous example of Jesus using Peter in spite of his
shartcomings is found in Matthew 16:13-20. As Jesus and his
disciples are traveling through Caesarea Philippi, Jesus stops to
ask his disciples a seemingly simple question:

*Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

The disciples offer a non-committal answer, pulling from the
different titles others had assigned to Jesus: John the Baptist,
Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets “reappearing.” Jesus
follows up with a more painted inquiry:

"But you, who do you say that | am?”

True to his bold, impulsive character, Peter answers immediately
and says, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” You can
almost hear the joy in Jesus' voice as he replies to Peter.

Jesus responded, "Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to
you, but my Father ih heaven. And | also say to you
that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build =y
church, and the gates E{ﬁadﬂs will hot over powser it
) will give You the ’(‘395 a,[thz ,@ngd_om D{hza.Ven’ and
whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in

heaven, and whatever you foose on earth wifl have
been Joosed in heaven."

MATT. 16:17-19 l

Not only does Jesus encourage Peter for his correct identification,
he also designates exclusive kingdom authority to him for it!




Jesus gave Peter the "Keys to the Kingdom,” that is, the spiritual
authority to bind and loose things on earth and in heaven. This is
why Peter is often depicted holding two keys in modern artwork.

As Jesus did ministry wﬁh:’?e‘térf ’hﬁ ﬁél}%fé é‘%velﬁp hnm into a
strong Ieaderahé <l disciples

Thenk On Jt!

[ Spend some time reading through Matthew 16:13-20.
Take note of anything that sticks out to you.

Is there anything in your life that makes you feel “disqualified"
from being used by God?

Say a short prayer inviting God to lead and use you as He
did Peter. If you had an answer ta the above question, pray
to invite God into that as well.

e e ——




A woman living In Philippi of Macedonia during Paul's travels
there, She was “a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira”
(16:14) who came to listen to Paul's message. She converted to
Christianity after hearing Paul teach, then hosted Paul and his
companions. She was Paul's first convert in Europe.




1. She was a woman
At first glance, we may not credit much importance to Lydia’s
gender, but the sociocultural context of Paul’s day proves
otherwise, When Paul was traveling on his second missionary
journey in 49-51 AD, the cultural attitude towards women was
relatively dismissive. Women had limited rights and importance,
and were frequently viewed as property rather than people. Not
only was Paul's willingness to engage with Lydia abnormal for his
day, but the choice of Acts’ author to include her story was radical!

2. She was a dealer of purple cloth
Like the aspect of gender, Lydia's profession in selling purple cloth
seems like an odd detail for Acts’ author to include, However,
cultural context helps us know that purple cloth was considered a
highly desired, luxury item in ancient Rome. Lydia’s involvement
in selling this insinuates her wealth and social status, framing her
as an influential figure in the community/trade market, In a way,
Lydia would have been considered a sort of celebrity in Philippi.

3. She was Paul's first convert in Europe
Paul's second missionary journey begins in Acts 1536, to which he
immediately heads to the area of modern day Europe. Only a short
16 verses later, Paul and his companions run into Lydia and a few
other women observing the Sabbath down by the river. As Paul
shared the message of Jesus with these women, Lydia is moved to
belief, becoming Paul’s first convert. She then sets a powerful
example as she immediately witnesses to her own family!

The Jord opened [Jydia’s] heart to respond to what
Paul wes saying..[ahd] she and her houschold
were baptized.

ACTS 16:14-15 '



Despite having a very brief appearance in the narrative of Paul's
missionary travels, Lydia's story offers incredible encouragement
and sets a strong example for Christian living.

Lydia’s testimony shows us that no matter how boring or

Spend some time reading through Acts 16:11-15.
Take note of anything that sticks out to you.
Is there a part of your testimony you may feelis “too
boring” for God to use?
Say a short prayer inviting God to use every piece of your
story to bring people to Him, just as He did with Lydia.
\Ifyou had an answer to the above question, ask Him to

use that specifically!

e e ——




When we take the time to fully explore the lives and stories of the
people of the Bible, we can easily find ourselves slipping into
idolizing them. This process of idclization isn't something we do
with the intent of worshipping them, but rather something that
happens subconsciously as we elevate them in importance.

This same kind of process can happen when we read through the
mistakes made by people in Scripture. Except rather than giving
them extra undeserved credit, we may find ourselves shaking our

heads at their failures, sitting in disbelief that they messed up.

Both of Iﬁ'e‘sie"_ﬁ.'rﬂééssaés;_--’Eﬁt-f'ra'isi_hg up and the tearing down, can
be ultimately harmful to our faith walk as we seek to learn more
about the Bible and the people about which it was written. Rather
than drawing us closer to them, focusing on the successes or
shortcomings of biblical characters may cause us to distance
ourselves from them.

We might find ourselves saying things like, ‘I would never make
that mistake,” or “God would never use me like that "

While seemingly harmless, the reality is that comments and
thoughts like these lead to a divide in our minds, We start to
separate the church of the Bible from the church of today,
splitting the story of God's people in half.

But this was never God's intention.



Time and time again in the Bible, both in the Old and New
Testaments, the biblical characters and authors alike all stress
the importance of being a unified people in pursuing God.

Now | urge you, brothers and sisters, inh the hame
o‘(ﬂur lﬂrd stus Chre‘,st', '['.hat’a,” n'( yau aqgree th
what you say, that there be ho divisiohs amohg You,
ahd that you pe uhited with the same uhderstanding
ahd the same cohyiction,

1 COR. 1:10 '

The issue of separating ourselves from others either to view
ourselves as greater or lesser than them is not new, Nearly all of
the letters in the New Testament address this problem of division
and emphasize the unity of the church in her mission...

Go, therefore, and make disciples of «/l nations,
baptizing them in the hame n(the Father and. o’[the
Son and U{tﬁe Holy Spirit, teaching them to opserve
¢V¢ryﬂ‘lr‘-hg | have commanded you...

MATT. 28:19-20 '

As well as her identity...

Husbands, love Your wives, just as Chr:st foved the
church and gave himself for her to make her holy,
cleansing her with the washing of water by the word,

EPH. 5:25-26 '



The church is so much more than a building and so much further-
reaching than the bounds of Scripture. The mission of the church
to spread the news of Jesus and makae disciples of all the nations
didn't stop when the author of Revelation finished his letter. The

dentity of the. church ﬁa%ﬁ”‘i chan -fhe €Iﬁn&t|an faith has

Think On W

I Spend some time reading through Matt. 28:19-20 and Eph. 5:25-26.
Take note of anything that sticks out to you.

Have you ever thought about the story of the church as still
being written? Why or why not?

Say a short prayer inviting God to use you as He continues
to write the church’s testimony. Ask Him to identify a

\ specific way in which He may want to use you.
i




what he has




Reach out!

studentlife@northwoods.church

northwoods
Hope ives hehe
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